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Don’t Become a Bore..!
There is a strange epidemic 

sweeping across drawing rooms, 
coffee shops, family lunches, 
office corridors, and unfortunately, 
even national television studios. It 
is called Opinion Diarrhoea. The 
uncontrollable urge to give one’s 
opinion on everything under the 
sun, moon, stars, and possibly on 
things happening in galaxies we 
have never heard of. You meet 
such people everywhere. They 
do not greet you with ‘Good 
morning’ or ‘How are you.’ They 
greet you with opinions. And the 
most fascinating part is not that 
they have opinions. Everyone has 
opinions. The fascinating part 
is that they have no intention 
whatsoever of hearing yours. You 
attempt a gentle, polite, civilised 
sentence like, I see your point, but 
maybe another way of looking at 
it is… And before you can finish 
the sentence, they have already 
shifted to another topic. Education 
system. Opinion. Traffic problem. 
Opinion. Corruption. Opinion. 
Weather forecast. Opinion. It 
is verbal bulldozing. No horns, 
no brakes, no indicators. Only 

acceleration. This behaviour has 
now proudly graduated from living 
rooms to Parliament. Members 
rise not to listen, but to talk. 
They speak not to understand, 
but to dominate. The goal is not 
dialogue. The goal is decibel level. 
Whoever shouts longer is assumed 
to be wiser. Whoever listens is 
suspected to be weak. Democracy, 
unfortunately, is not built on throat 
strength. It is built on listening.  
But listening is hard work. Giving 
opinions is easy. Listening requires 
humility. Opinions require only 
oxygen. People who never listen 
are like drivers who have disabled 
their brakes because they enjoy 
speed. Passersby are waving 
frantically. Road ahead collapsed. 
Bridge broken. Giant pit waiting. 
But the driver smiles confidently 
and says, I have an opinion about 
this road. And continues driving.
Such people eventually fall into 

their own potholes. In ordinary 
social circles, the result is even 
more tragic. They become bores.
You see them walking towards 

you at a party and instinctively 
look at your phone. You suddenly 

remember an urgent imaginary 
call. You develop a deep interest 
in the potted plant behind you. You 
consider going to refill your water 
glass even though it is already 
full. Because you know what is 
coming. A monologue disguised 
as conversation. Somewhere along 
the way, though they were taught 
how to express ourselves, they 
were never taught how to shut up 
gracefully. Perhaps schools should 
introduce a new subject. Listening. 
Practical exam included. Student 
must remain silent for five minutes 
while another student speaks and 
still look interested. Imagine the 
transformation. So the next time 
you feel the urge to give your 
opinion on everything, pause. 
Take a breath. Ask a question 
instead. Hear an answer. You may 
discover something shocking. You 
may discover that you are not 
always right. And that discovery, 
inconvenient as it is, might just 
save you from driving confidently 
into a collapsed road…!
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Chennai, Feb 6:
India’s International 

Master Vaz Ethen of 
Chola Chess shared the 
lead with Grand Master 
Su leymenov Al i she r 
(Kazkhastan) with 2.5 
points at the end of the 
third round of the 1st 
Chola Chess International 
Grand Master Norm 
Round Robin Tournament 
in Chennai.
In Queen’s Gambit 

accepted variation GM 
Suleymenov Al i she r 
emerged a pawn up in 
the early part of opening 
with white pieces. Again, 
on the 34th move Alisher 
could usurp one more 
central pawn. With two 
pawns down GM Girel 
Joseph also from France 

Ethen, Alisher shared lead  
at end of round 3

tried his might with pair 
of bishops against white’s 
two knights. But Alisher’s 
meticulous handling of 
ending earned him a full 
point in 37 moves.
I n  an i n t e r e s t i n g 

encounter between two 
GM norm holders Vaz 
Ethen and Aronyak 
G h o s h ,  t h e  g am e 
ended in favour of the 
former. Ethen, needing a 

desperate win the chose 
sharp Trompowsky attack 
on the white side. He 
secured an extra pawn 
towards end game to 
outclass Aronya in a 
theoretical rook and pawn 
ending which lasted for 
74 moves.
Against Reti opening 

of GM Delgado Neuris, 
India’s Harsh Suresh 
slipped into little inferior 

position in the latter part 
of the middle game. 
However, Harsh put 
up a stubborn defence 
and did not allow any 
breakthrough forcing the 
GM from Paraguay to 
split the point in a equal 
queen and pawn end 
game. 
The exchange variation 

of Ruy Lopez opening 
employed by Mahel 
Boyer against Mayank 
Chakraborthy was without 
any bloodshed and the 
players decided to settle 
for a draw in an absolute 
rook and pawn end game. 
In a sicilian game 

both Akshay Borgaonkar 
and Ameya Audi signed 
a peace treaty after 
32 moves when both 
maintained queen, rook 
and a minor piece plus 
equal number of pawns.

Vadodara, Feb 6:
Sm r i t i  M a n d h a n a 

delivered a captain’s 
performance of exceptional 
poise and power as Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
Women claimed their 
second Women’s Premier 
League title, defeating 
Delhi Capitals Women by 
six wickets in a gripping 
final that was decided 
amid high drama in the 
last over at the BCA 
Stadium here on Thursday.
Chasing a challenging 

target of 204 in a title clash, 
RCB were immediately 
under pressure , bu t 
Mandhana responded 
with fearless intent. The 
skipper smashed 87 off 
just 41 balls, striking 12 
fours and three sixes, 
and ensured the asking 
rate never spiralled out 
of control.
After the early dismissal 

of Grace Harris (9), 
Mandhana found an ideal 
partner in Georgia Voll, 
who played a measured 
yet authoritative innings 
of 79 off 54 deliveries.
The Mandhana-Georgia 

partnership, worth 165 
runs, became the defining 
passage of the final, 
dismantling Delhi bowling 
attack and swinging the 
momentum firmly in 
Bengaluru’s favour. Even 
after Mandhana fell in 
the 19th over, the chase 
remained alive, though the 
tension inside the stadium 
was palpable.
A decisive moment 

came when Radha Yadav 
was offered a crucial 
lifeline, one that later 
loomed large in the 
context of the result. 
Attempting to loft a full 

Smriti inspires RCB to 
second WPL title

Voll proves captain right
Royal Challengers Bengaluru Women captain 

Smriti Mandhana revealed that she had predicted a 
match-winning performance from Georgia Voll in 
the final, and the call proved spot on as RCB-W 
clinched their second title in four years.
Mandhana said ‘Volly’ led the way with the bat, 

especially during the powerplay, and showed the 
intent and composure needed on the big stage. “I 
remember telling the girls that Volly will get a 
match-winning knock in the final,” Mandhana said, 
calling her effort “special”.
Voll delivered exactly that with a commanding 

knock of 79 off 54 balls, striking 14 fours and no 
sixes at a strike rate of 146.30. She was eventually 
dismissed c Shafali Verma b Minnu Mani, but 
not before laying the foundation for RCB’s title-
winning effort.
Reflecting on the contest, the RCB skipper felt 

the surface was a big one and that a total of 204 
was a good score. She credited the bowling unit 
for pulling things back in the closing stages, saying 
the last four overs were executed particularly well.

delivery from Chinelle 
Henry, Radha mistimed 
the shot and the ball 
ballooned towards cover, 
where Minnu Mani failed 
to hold on despite getting 
both hands to it.
The dropped catch not 

only spared Radha but 
also allowed RCB to 
scramble back for two 
vital runs, subtly tilting 
the balance in a contest 
ultimately decided by fine 
margins.
The match then reached 

a dramatic climax in the 
final over bowled by 
Shree Charani, with 10 
runs required from six 
balls. Radha Yadav and 
Nadine de Klerk showed 
admirable composure 
under pressure. After 
t rad ing s ing les and 
reducing the equation, 
R a d h a  s t r u c k  tw o 
consecutive boundaries.
B r i e f  c o n f u s i o n 

followed as a bail was 
dislodged at the striker’s 
end, prompting a pause 

and hurried on-field 
discussions, before the 
umpires confirmed the 
boundary and Bengaluru’s 
victory with two balls 
to spare. Celebrations 
erupted as players and 
support staff poured onto 
the field.
Earlier in the evening, 

Delhi had set the stage 
for a grand finale with 
a strong total of 203 
for 4. Captain Jemimah 
Rodrigues led from the 
front with a well-crafted 
57 off 37 balls, combining 
elegance with authority.
Laura Wolvaardt added 

a brisk 44, Lizelle Lee 
contributed 37 at the 
top, and Chinelle Henry 
provided late impetus 
with an unbeaten 35 off 
just 15 deliveries to push 
Delhi beyond the 200 
mark.
RCB’s bowlers found 

wickets through Chinelle 
Henry, Minnu Mani, and 
Nandni Sharma, but could 
not prevent the Mandhana-
led chase from gaining 
momen tum . Desp i t e 
Delhi’s disciplined effort 
in the field, the pressure 
of defending a big total 
in a final eventually told.
Wh i l e  J em im a h’ s 

leadership and batting 
ensured Delh i were 
firmly in the contest, the 
night ultimately belonged 
to Mandhana, whose 
authority at the top and 
calm leadership under 
pressure defined the final.
Benga l u r u Women 

finished on 204 for 4 
in 19.4 overs, sealing a 
memorable triumph and 
lifting the WPL 2026 
trophy after a final that 
lived up to its billing
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ெகா+1>&Xற5. வGX` ேசைவ 
dழ/ அைம?[KT( ேதைவயான 
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